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For Immediate Release
SKILLPOINT ALLIANCE REAPS AWARDS FOR DIGITAL INCLUSION
Anniversary Gala Recognizes Over a Decade of Community Service 
AUSTIN, Texas – April 23, 2010 – Skillpoint Alliance and its Community Technology Training Centers won three Digital Inclusion Awards Wednesday evening at the City of Austin Grant for Technology Opportunities Program’s (GTOPs) 10th Anniversary Gala. Skillpoint took home three of the eight awards presented: Outstanding Service in Providing Digital Opportunities to Families and/or Adults, Overall Outstanding Service in Fostering Digital Inclusion and the Community Choice Award through online voting.  Stacy Bouwman, who for 10 years built and directed the Centers, was also nominated for Individual Outstanding Service in Fostering Digital Inclusion.
Former Austin Mayor Pro Tem Brewster McCracken conducted the inaugural presentation of the Digital Inclusion Awards to honor GTOPs grantee organizations and individuals who help promote GTOPs goal of “creating a community where all citizens have access to facilities and the necessary skills to participate in digital life.”  
Award recipient Stacy Bouwman said, “We must ensure that everyone has equitable access to online resources such as job portals, health care information, children’s grades, banking and financial information, and plain old news! The GTOPs program and the work the providers do with this funding ensure equitable access to information and I am very proud of our work at Skillpoint Alliance.” 
Skillpoint Alliance provides computer training to the under- and unemployed through CTTC, which currently includes beginner to intermediate low-cost computer courses held at Travis High School, Reagan High School and Skillpoint’s downtown computer lab. 
“Skillpoint's tireless efforts in helping adults learn the computer skills needed to be competitive in the workforce are exemplary.  Skillpoint is fully deserving of the accolades they received,” GTOPs Program Coordinator Sheena Colbath Harden said.
Margo Dover, Executive Director of Skillpoint Alliance said, “I see the value of CTTC in the faces of our clients. CTTC not only teaches them computer skills, it also builds their self-esteem and confidence.  It truly changes their lives. I could not be more proud of Stacy, Lainie [Duro, CTTC Director] and the entire CTTC team of staff and volunteers whose dedication have made this program so successful.  We look forward to the next decade with the continued goal of growing CTTC so we can serve even more Austin citizens.”
For a complete list of award winners and to view photos from the ceremony, please visit: http://www.gtops.org/?page_id=197.
###
About Skillpoint Alliance
Skillpoint Alliance, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization, serves more than 6,200 people annually through building partnerships among industry, education and the community that lead to college and career success for Central Texans, while meeting employers’ needs for a qualified workforce.
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